Membership Secretary’s report
Dave Ashby

Membership is still above 3,000, sustained by a modest increase in overall numbers to 3,167 (Ramblers
GB: 106,000).

Relative stability has resumed after the volatility introduced by COVID and the closure of the NW London
Group. The last transfer-market blip was in August 2024 and rates sit at more usual single-figures/month
level. The joiners are around 55/month but leavers are only 2-3 less, a tight margin (Fig 1), resulting in 700+
‘Welcome’ mails to new and returning members.

There is an unhealthy growth in the ‘unassigned’ group (table 1) and selected non-group members were
targeted to outline group joining options. However, this ‘holding group’ continues to increase (11% of
membership) and it may be that Central Office is yet to realign postal code auto-allocations with NW
London closure.

Individual Group performances are not well differentiated, but geographic groups held up better than
previously, whereas non-geographic groups were less noticeable in creating and holding new members
(table 1 and fig. 1).

The level of Volunteers remains stable, although there is some rebalancing between Groups (table 1).
We are still well below the UK national average of 15.4%.

H&NM rate for members ‘reachable by email’ is unchanged at 81.2% (about 89% if joint membership is
included). However those accepting all Ramblers digital communications has increased to 55%.

Affiliated groups increased to 11 with the rejoining of BBC Ramblers.

Note: Please check your personal data. | am receiving increasing amounts of Return to Sender for
postal and email address errors.

All data sourced from Ramblers Insight Hub.

Table 1. H&NM Net Membership Changes 2023-2025, & Volunteer Levels (Sep 2024-25)
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Fig. 1 H&NM New Membership Adds & Subtracts/Month
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